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The American taxpayer is subsidizing 
foreign airlines that compete with 
other American airlines. 

Speaking of Boeing and the Ex-Im 
Bank’s corrupt practices, following 
Delta’s suit, Congress mandated that 
the Bank perform economic impact re-
views on all large deals. Take one guess 
who helped Ex-Im craft these rules. 
Boeing. This company received 65.4 per-
cent of the bank’s taxpayer-backed fi-
nancing to help sell their jets to for-
eign companies, putting domestic air-
lines like Delta in a bind. How can Ex- 
Im justify its claims of leveling the 
playing field and supporting small 
businesses with these practices? 

It only takes a quick glance at Ex- 
Im’s leadership to see how we got to 
this point. The Daily Caller found that 
fully half of Ex-Im’s own advisory com-
mittee members led businesses that di-
rectly benefited from Ex-Im financing 
during their term. Five more members 
had Ex-Im funding reach their organi-
zations before joining the advisory 
committee. And most disturbing of all, 
if we can have something more dis-
turbing, is that the current advisory 
committee chair is former Democratic 
Governor Christine Gregoire of Wash-
ington State—Washington State, which 
receives 43.6 percent of the bank’s total 
funding. I invite you once again to 
take one guess at what company is 
headquartered in Washington State. 
Yes, you guessed it: Boeing. 

Mr. Speaker, if this is not bad 
enough, between October 2007 and 
March 2014, there were 124 investiga-
tions linked to corruption surrounding 
the Ex-Im Bank. This includes some 792 
separate claims involving more than 
$500 million. The Ex-Im inspector gen-
eral also revealed last week that 31 
other Ex-Im Bank employees are cur-
rently being investigated for fraud. 
That brings us to nearly 40 Ex-Im em-
ployees who have already been inves-
tigated or are currently being inves-
tigated for fraud. 

During an Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee hearing during the 
week of April 15, the Export-Import 
Bank’s inspector general revealed that 
four senior-level Ex-Im employees were 
relieved of their duties last summer. 
These employees were allegedly steer-
ing taxpayer-funded loans to favored 
companies in exchange for cash pay-
ments and other kickbacks. A former 
Congressman is sitting now in Federal 
prison until 2023 on bribery charges 
linked to Bank practices. Another 
former Ex-Im employee was indicted in 
the same scheme for soliciting and ac-
cepting $173,500 in bribes. The list goes 
on and on. How can we justify allowing 
a Federal agency to continue to oper-
ate in flagrant disregard of the law? 

Mr. Speaker, the most recent of these 
cases features a former Ex-Im loan offi-
cer, Johnny Gutierrez. You may re-
member Mr. Gutierrez as one of the 
four Ex-Im employees I mentioned be-
fore. He has the dubious honor of being 
the first of these four to be formally 

charged with bribery by the Depart-
ment of Justice. He allegedly accepted 
cash bribes 19 times between 2006 and 
2013 to help direct taxpayer-backed 
loans to a Florida-based construction 
equipment exporter, Impex Associa-
tion. Mr. Gutierrez was apparently 
very good at his job. He secured be-
tween $1 million and $5 million to fi-
nance Impex Association projects in 
both Mexico and the Dominican Repub-
lic in June 2007. Similar guarantees 
were also promised to Jamaica and the 
Turks and Caicos. It is clear this is, un-
fortunately, not an isolated incident. 

It only gets worse, Mr. Speaker. In 
2009, former Democratic Congressman 
William J. Jefferson from Louisiana 
was convicted of accepting bribes from 
U.S. telecom company IGATE and a Ni-
gerian company in exchange for selling 
access to Ex-Im Bank employees. Jef-
ferson was even videotaped receiving 
$100,000 at the Ritz-Carlton hotel right 
across the river in Arlington. When 
Federal investigators raided Jeffer-
son’s house, they discovered over 
$90,000 in cash stashed away in his 
freezer. This does not even take into 
account the former Ex-Im employee, 
Maureen Scurry, who was indicted for 
accepting $173,500 worth of bribes to 
help the Nigerian company. 

I don’t know about you, but when an 
internal poll shows that only 42.1 per-
cent of your employees think the orga-
nization’s leaders maintain a high 
standard of honesty and integrity, and 
only 50.2 percent of employees believe 
they can disclose violations of the law 
without fearing for their jobs, there is 
something terribly wrong. 

It is time for a change here in Wash-
ington. The Ex-Im Bank is the perfect 
example of what happens when a single 
agency is allowed to pick winners and 
losers. For too long, Ex-Im employees 
have been accepting falsified docu-
ments, failing to record applicants’ eli-
gibility, and forging mandatory checks 
on applicants’ financial integrity. 
There is a systemic sickness poisoning 
this agency with greed and corruption. 
It must be stopped, and it must be 
stopped now. 

This battle may be hard. But it is one 
I feel deep down that we must fight. We 
cannot allow this corrupt agency to 
continue picking winners and losers, 
laughing in the face of our laws and de-
grading our free market principles. The 
Ex-Im Bank is a portrait of exactly 
what is wrong with Washington today, 
and it is finally time for a change. 
That is why I ask you to join me on 
June 30 in allowing this pillar of crony 
capitalism to expire once and for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE BELL STREET 
MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE OLYM-
PIAD TEAM UPON WINNING ITS 
13TH CONSECUTIVE SCIENCE 
OLYMPIAD STATE CHAMPION-
SHIP 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BOST). Under the Speaker’s announced 

policy of January 6, 2015, the Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. DUNCAN) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize an 
exceptional group of students, teach-
ers, and parents of the Bell Street Mid-
dle School Science Olympiad Team, 
which just won their 13th consecutive 
Science Olympiad State championship. 
Let me repeat that: the 13th straight 
Science Olympiad State championship, 
a remarkable group of parents, teach-
ers, and students. 

The Science Olympiad program is 
one of the premier science competition 
programs in the Nation, which for the 
past 31 years has been dedicated to 
interscholastic academic competition 
that provides a series of individual and 
team events requiring the knowledge of 
scientific facts, concepts, processes, 
skills, and science applications. They 
provide constantly changing challenges 
to nearly 7,000 teams across all 50 
States that allow for students to be ex-
posed to a variety of career choices 
while meeting practicing scientists and 
life-changing mentors. 

The Bell Street Middle School in 
Clinton, South Carolina, began com-
peting in this competition in 1986. The 
Science Olympiad team here was 
founded by three exceptional teachers: 
Dr. Rosemary Wicker, Dr. David 
O’Shields, and Michael Mack. Mr. 
Mack and Dr. David O’Shields still 
work in the school district today, and 
Dr. O’Shields is the superintendent of 
Laurens County School District 56. He 
continues to be a part of the team and 
coaches the Bell Street Middle School 
Science Olympiad. 

Many of the Bell Street Science 
Olympiad alumni have gone on to be 
extremely successful in the fields of 
science and technology. One example is 
Elizabeth Humbert, who went on to ob-
tain a master’s degree in geology at 
the University of Tennessee and later 
went on to help manage mastodon ex-
cavation at the Paleontological Re-
search Institution in Ithaca, New York. 
She also participated in the Hyde Park 
Mastodon Project, which was the dis-
covery of the most complete mastodon 
to date. She has spent countless hours 
working in outreach to students 
through helping to build the Museum 
of the Earth and through an outreach 
position at Cornell University for 
NASA, through which she helped build 
the STEM internships across the State 
of New York for underrepresented stu-
dents. 

Today Elizabeth is living on the is-
land of Sumatra in Indonesia, devel-
oping a class for upper elementary 
school students on their regional ecol-
ogy and geology. When asked about her 
love for science, Elizabeth states: My 
building block, my love for learning, 
my discovery that I could do what I 
found interesting, dates specifically 
back to Bell Street Middle School and 
to our Challenge classes, to enjoying 
the freedom and the open-ended re-
search it offered and to Science Olym-
piad and the connections it created. 
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Of her experience participating in 

Science Olympiad, she states it pro-
vided her with ‘‘the feeling that being 
different might not be a burden, but a 
great blessing and an exciting path to 
follow. Science for me has always been 
that exciting path and perhaps an un-
usual one in 1994. I have been so glad to 
see more women in the field in these 
last 20 years. I know Science Olympiad 
fosters that in all students and creates 
visions of possibilities that really 
exist,’’ she said. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that her state-
ment sums up how valuable this orga-
nization has been and continues to be 
to our Nation’s youth. 

This year’s students are continuing 
this history of success and innovation 
with their first-place finishes in 11 of 
the State competition’s 20 events. One 
event in particular required students 
to create a wheeled vehicle that could 
travel a specific distance in the short-
est amount of time. This year the 
length of the track was longer than in 
previous years, and there was a coffee 
can placed in the middle of the track. 
I have got a graphic here to kind of 
show you what that is. Students lost 
points if the car went over the finish 
line or didn’t stop close enough to it. 

In order to be successful in this 
event, Dillon Snead created a formula 
based on what he is learning in his ge-
ometry class. He created a triangle 
with a square ruler which he accurated 
with his car and then used a formula to 
calculate the distance from the start-
ing point—starting point being here— 
to the ending point. This allowed him 
to create an arch with a point 1/12th of 
the total distance. 

Using this formula, Dillon and his 
partner, Alyssa Shiflet, were able to 
create a car that stopped 2 centimeters 
away from the finish line, winning the 
team first place. This victory helped 
the team achieve the overall first place 
award at the State competition. 

You can look at this Web site and ac-
tually watch a video. They had to take 
a motorized vehicle that they created, 
calculate the distance, the energy, and 
the radius to go around an obstacle in 
the middle of the path, and they 
stopped it at the other end within 1 
centimeter of the finish line. This is an 
eighth-grade student that did this, 
helping his class win the first place. I 
think Dillon Snead’s mathematic abili-
ties are tremendous. I would like to 
congratulate him. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to finally take 
this opportunity to congratulate all 
the coaches and members of this year’s 
Science Olympiad team from School 
District 56’s Bell Street Middle School 
on their 13th consecutive State cham-
pionship. I will try to read their names 
without stumbling. If I do, students, I 
apologize: 

Sydney Argoe, Victor Barcenas, Jor-
dan Barker, Sean Bell, Jonathan 
Braswell, Sienna Brent, Jakiya Camp-
bell, Erin Caughman, Justin Easter, 
Mason Gibbs, Cole Gresham, Karl Gus-
tafson, Anjela Gutierrez, Grace John-

son, Matthew Lane, Dequan Lindsay, 
Patrick Nelson, Toni Parenti, Jakob 
Pountain, Tytajha Robinson, Alyssa 
Shiflet, Dillon Snead, Destiny Spoone, 
Bailey Stephens, Maren Vondergeest, 
Nathan Vondergeest, Gary Walsh, 
Caitlyn Watson, David Wilkie, and Kari 
Young. 

These are all the students on that 
team, Mr. Speaker, and while I don’t 
have all the names of their parents and 
the teachers, I want to congratulate 
them as well and thank them for their 
efforts in helping create our future sci-
entists and innovators, and for chal-
lenging these middle school students to 
be the very best they can be. You see, 
these things don’t happen overnight. 
These Science Olympiad teams train 
weekend after weekend, spending Sat-
urdays and sometimes Sunday after-
noons with the teachers and the par-
ents involved, figuring all these 
mathematic formulas out and figuring 
out this science. 

I also want to wish the best of luck 
to all of you as you make your way to 
Lincoln, Nebraska, for the national 
competition, which is in May. 

I would like to end by saying: May 
God continue to bless these students, 
their teachers, and their parents; may 
God put a hedge of protection over 
them as they travel; may God continue 
to bless Bell Street Middle School; and 
may God continue to bless the United 
States of America. 

b 1400 
HONORING JOHN T. DUNCAN, SR. 

I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to finish my comments here 
today talking about one of my heroes. 
My dad passed away Tuesday, a week 
ago, from complications with Alz-
heimer’s. It is a terrible disease. The 
Alzheimer’s Association and others are 
working hard to come up with a cure 
for that. 

My dad was an amazing man. He was 
a 1961 graduate of Clemson University, 
the first in his family to finish college. 
He went on to send my brother and me 
to Clemson as well. My brother has one 
son that has graduated from Clemson, 
one that is attending, and I have one 
that is attending. That is because of 
my father. 

We have a saying at Clemson that 
our ‘‘blood runneth orange.’’ When 
they prepared my dad’s body, I believe 
they found his blood to truly runneth 
orange because of his love for our alma 
mater, and that is Clemson University. 

My dad studied industrial manage-
ment, textiles emphasis. He went on to 
be a plant manager and supervisor and, 
ultimately, vice president at 
Arkwright Mills in textiles. 

He used to carry a marble in his 
pocket. I think that was the philos-
ophy that helped him succeed not only 
in life as a general manager or a plant 
manager or supervisor in the textile in-
dustry, not as a member of the commu-
nity, not as a father, but just as a 
human being. That is a marble that 
had a saying on it that was given to us 
by Jesus Christ, and that is: 

Do unto others as you would have others 
do unto you. 

Let us treat others the way that we 
would want to be treated. I think my 
dad used that philosophy as he walked 
the plant floor in the textile mills that 
he oversaw. I think he treated the peo-
ple that were pushing the brooms or 
working on the looms or the spinning 
frames or actually weaving and spin-
ning or actually the supervisors, I 
think he treated them all the same. 

I think my dad treated them the way 
that he would want to be treated if he 
was pushing that broom or if he was 
working on that spinning frame or if he 
was actually a weaver and supervisor. 

Treat others the way you want to be 
treated. I think if we are able to do 
that in life, I think we will go far. I 
think it is a great motto. It is inspira-
tion to me, so I will try to treat others 
as well. 

My dad was one of my heroes. I lost 
him on April 14 of this year, Tuesday, 
a week ago. I am going to miss him. He 
was proud of what I did, proud of what 
I have been able to accomplish, proud 
of me serving this great country that 
he loved so much, the United States of 
America. 

If he was at home, he would be sit-
ting in front of the TV, watching C– 
SPAN, watching me give this speech; 
and he would be proud. 

Thank you. God bless you. May God 
bless America. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California (Mr. SHER-
MAN) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the Armenian geno-
cide, the first genocide of the 20th cen-
tury. 

Now, I know a number of other Mem-
bers were planning to join me—there 
has been some confusion as to the 
schedule—but I hope that Members in-
terested in this issue would come to 
the floor and join me during the next 30 
minutes. 

I would like to thank the gentleman 
from Long Beach, California, Mr. ALAN 
LOWENTHAL, for being at the Sub-
committee on Asia and the Pacific, of 
which I am the ranking member, so 
that I can be here on the floor at this 
important time. 

Mr. Speaker, today, it is the after-
noon of April 23 here in our Nation’s 
Capital; but in Istanbul, it is night. It 
is about to be midnight, bringing in the 
24th of April. As we are here, at this 
very hour, 100 years ago, agents of the 
Ottoman Government, the government 
ruling the Ottoman Empire, went out 
into the night to arrest the leadership 
of the Armenian community there in 
Istanbul, then the capital of the Otto-
man Empire. 
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